.(\n

c- 0 S t .A C

or to withdr aw in good time when the enemy
is definite ly commi tted to his flankin g move.
In the CU& of a h08tile army marchi ng parallel to a long expans e of bog leaving the latter
on its flank, it would seem that the marchi ng
force is covered by the tract of waste land. But
as a matter of fact a long tract of this kind is
usually not continu ous, but is split up by slices
of good land, where there will be good roads.
Eviden tly such country as this is very suitabl e
for raiding en terpriSe8 bl small bodies of cycBOGS AI MILITARY OBSTACLES, lists
agains t the enemy s flank. Cyclists are
just the kind of force for the .. hit and get
s
AJty conside ration of militar y operati ons in a.way " tactics require d on such raids. Cyclist
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stances in the Irish wars of troops being driven
8i'e situate on mounta ins, bue the greater porOn
tion are ordinar y flat bogs in the plains, and it into bogs and then helples sly slaught ered.
escape
is these that have played the chief part in the the other hand, a bog offers a means tothe
disto asmall force with good bowle dge of
Irish wars.
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obataclsa such as a river, a mounta in chain, spect bogs give a kind of conce!llment,
a .mng of liLkes- in that an army poeted be- are but a poor backgr ound for a target.in The
the
hind it .n only be approa ched by very few moistu re over them also causes error often
The roads across a large tract of bog line of sight. For these reasons it will
are not plentif ul, and are usually at a fair dis- be best to hold fire if the enemy advances over
elm
tance from each other. Of coune, small par- the mooris h surface itself, and then overwh
ties of men can make their way 8CJ'OAII the ac- him at cl08e range. Artille ry ia com~tively
tual bog' itself, provide d they know the grouad ; ineffective in such ground .
but no large formed body can do so. )(oreover, it must be borne in mind that a bog
offers no cover to an adnnc ing force: it is a
dead level withou t trees, rocks, .,uildi np, or
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aay other shelter . Someti mes, but very rantly,
a very hard frost will make passabl e a tract
that could not otherw ise be pasaed over.
Nior mhiste caghair deachu s a dheuna mh
With referen ce to the roads over bop, there lesna ribairi acfuinn e&cha do fuair seilbh ar
are two points to notice. The roed hlUl to be • bheairr ic Charra ig Tuatha il i gConnd ae Chorboilt up artifici anv for its entire length , and caighe. Dubha irt an tuamsc a bM insna paicOD!'IeQuently is m8de lUI straigh t lUI possibl e, peuraib h gur thog se tri uair an chluig doibh
to save la.OOlU': again, it is unfent'AMl, because chun an bearrai c do ghabha il, ach nr fior son.
there is nothing on either .ide to be fenced in, Nfor th6g S6 leath an mheid aimsire sin.
A bog road, then, is a straig1 tt cauaew ay at a Dheine adar a ngno go cliste. Dream aaa-bh eag
fair height over the level of the surroun ding a bhi ann, ce go ndubha irt Da pfIea.ra.f go raibh
countr.y. It is conseq uently especia lly liable ceud no dba cheud no tr{ ceud aca ann. Cuis
to be swept by fire, and any fo1'Ce advanc ing ghaire cbugha inn I Dubha irt na pflearai leis
along it may be stopped bv a few picked rifle- gur mhol Ceann Urraid na. nOglac h iad i dtaobh
mpn well pofIt@d at em.. eud.
" troid mhaith " a dheuna mh agus go ndubhIn short, a mueh infE>rior force is aafe behind airt iNS gurbh "Eirea nnaigh mhaith e" iad.
:if
a bo~ as far as a frontol attack is coneen ed,
N{ gadh dhUinn a ridh na fuil ean fhocal den
the commandt'.r bas taken his measur es with fhirim:ae san meid sin, ach dearg..eitheach ar
ordinar y care. Only a tunWng movem ent offt'r!J fad.
00 deimhi n, nlor dhein~adar " troid ·
a. prospe ct of success, and tbe defend er should lBhaith " aeh a mhalai rt.
be ahle to meet this if hie fort'e is cODsid erab.
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HMiJaB acquire d proficiency in identif ying
Ute · conVentional signs on a six-inc h map, no
dalcul ty will be fOlUlCl in the varieti es on
.wIer scale maps; ad theee mgns mar. be
l'eadily adapted to the requirements of militar y
.field sketchi ng.

