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Finance. But unfortunat 1y, though routed ¢

3 FEIeycarped . - party had strict ordere vt to fire until the enemy canie
away er secreted their dead, who were never fo ind. P pomt about 120 yards in their immediate front.
The Castle Publicity Department worked so energet During this time the encmy ki Pt up a continual fire
ically in supplying reports of this action that the sober trom about 300 vacds atid the ¥ were not visibl
“Irish Times” in its issue of February 4th made the

" battle” its chief item, and published several accoun s
of it under proud headlines.

The 20 Constables, although suddenly ambushed at
close range by 400 riflemen, were miraculously saved
from suffering any casualties. Therein lay the great
error of the Castle reports. No casualties meant no
compensation out of the rates. This was a disconcer-
ting circumstance for the brave constables, who never-
the-less, were eventually permitted to elaim compen-
sation for ' injuries.” General Macready, unwisely for
the credit of the Publicity Dcp@rtment, did not supress the leit log. We lost 1o rifles or any of ous equip
the h_earmg n‘f these claims which were du_ly heard by ment and carried off our o« plosives { prepared for th
the (,o}mty Court, anq reported at length in the Press Barrack attack) safely.
of Apr_ﬂ 25th. The Constabulary who claimed com. At 9.30 p.m. on that night | returned to Rossea
pensation showed_ a fine sense of lnyahy In repeating bery with a party of 8 men. e oceutpied a position
on oath the fictions of Dublin Castle adding the about 150 yards from the barricks apd eommanded
remantic detail that the rebel cohorts had seven S the. barrsck déor.  Altoy waiting for 4n Woar foF
fires. Their npmbcrs_by the time the claims came to some police or military patrols ret b R
be hrard had nsgn to 300. bal‘!ﬂlck“. we ll[h‘“(“i f‘n'(l'. on the {7 rack

More interesting, however, were the details the windows and eontinued it for about fen mint
claimants gave of their own sufferings. Head Cous:able A 7
Downs swore that during the fight a bullet grazed his
" nose and went through his moustache, and he had

suffered from defective memory since, (This last
% il was confirmed by his evidence ). He was
awarded £'1,000. Sergeant Twomey swore that while

to

Fhe enemy must have he n pizzled at thetr fire not
lu-ing rr'p]iml to and !fxl'_\ started !-aml\‘mn-in “)hrbr[
rushes.”  They became more puzzled as they reached
the points selected to fire on them. . Imimes litely en
being fired on the enemy retreated in disorder and we
followed them for a distance of about 400 vards
towards Rosscarbery.  Their forees auumbered about
80 police and military. ;
Immediately on the retreat of the enemy forces we
retired by sections in a northerly direction. We suffer:

ed no casualties, except one man slightly grazed in

door and
HLes, aiter
which we retired. The police casunltics were
seriously and ¢wo wounded.

During the day's operation the men acted in a ealm
and diseiplined manner. whe reas the enemy acted
in quite the opposite man

(83 515

ner. . They seemed to wot

e as ¢ ¢ an i army s
through a laneway he fell and hurt his knec. ““('I.P T 4!."\'_ et s
warded £35. Constable Davis swore that e e on the O.Cs report of this affuir the
it his wrist watch and went through his coat ““"vu"' of Training i
was awarded £25. Constable Ryan Note the two outstandin.

; featupes of this deferes.
it the end of the action he felt very nervous g e first is the holding in resesfe of the defenders
‘He wasawarded £25. In addition  fire, and then pouring in 4 volley at deeisive range,
Fi!(}ﬂsb *felt nervous” at the end We thas th:a_fn the effect of Surprise- - unexpeected
the enemy was © in fight” were and terrel:l:'_ in the words of Marshal Foch. W\ here

fed every shot is made to tell the fullest results ean he ‘
are contained in the Secured: Fire contr lis a decicive fietor wi e.her in
¢ Officer in Command the Defence as here or in the Attack as at Glenwood
S Jelvoir, where the entire ambush consisted of two

volleys from our troops.

se mentioned.
 the might

Secondly, observe the Jollowing wp of an initinl
*sucess. . This also applies to the Defence as well as
0 the Attack. The only difference is that in the
Attack we hegin by having the Initative and continue
to keep it, in the Defonce we have to seize it apael
- turn it against the adversary.

: Iﬁlﬁ needless to add that only rehable snd w ell-
ed troops would be equal to carrying out an
¥ of this sort involving us it did both seli contro
ess... Raw men, however willing
We know this to our cost: ambus
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